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October was a busy month for the ladies of St. Mary of the Mount LOC.   
Their month began at the parish first Friday dinner which suitably for the 
month of October was an ñOktoberfestò. The Ladies of Charityôs display fo-
cused on their ministries that they participate in as Ladies of Charity which in-
clude making sandwiches for the homeless once a month and visiting their pa-
rishioners in nursing homes just to name a few.  They had handouts prepared 
for those interested in joining their LOC group and also invitations for a break-
fast social being held on October 15th.  Having some fun, the ladies had their 
picture taken at the Moxie Photo Booth which is displayed with this article.  
Also shown is their poster board showing acts of mercy made into puzzle piec-
es which formed the shape of a heart. 
 
Sister of Charity, Sister Susan Jenny, spoke at a morning breakfast on Octo-
ber 15th.  She gave a very inspiring talk on the beginnings of the Ladies of 
Charity and how the lives and of our patron saints, St. Vincent de Paul, St. 
Louise de Marillac and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton brought us to where we are 
today. 
 
This LOC group also wants to honor the memory of deceased member  
Margaret (Marge) Pajak.  For 91 years Marge lived a life of faith.  As a Lady of 
Charity she served for the same group experiencing a parish merger and a 
parish closing.  Always active and going the extra mile.  Whether serving a fish 
fry or donut /coffee fellowship, Marge would take time to visit each table, greet-
ing everyone by name and ask how you were doing. She will be greatly 
missed by her sister Ladies of Charity.    
  

St. Mary of the Mount Octoberfest Fun; 

President, Marian Froehlich and Ladies of St. Mary of the Mount have breakfast with Sister Susan Jenny 

Fun At ñOktoberfestò 

St. Sylvester LOC Host Third Fair Trade Sale 

Partnered with Janet Berna the Catholic Relief Services Fair Trade Ambassa-
dor for the Pittsburgh Diocese, St. Sylvester Ladies of Charity hosted itôs third 
Fair Trade Sale at their parish. Items for sale were from around the world and 
included scarves, baskets, and Christmas ornaments. There were also crosses 
made from re-purposed car engines and wall hangings from Haiti made of re-
purposed oil drums, as well as coffee, chocolate and other food products.  
Items from Thistle Farms, a Tennessee organization helping with the rescue of 
women from sex trafficking were included in this sale. 
 
Information on the work of Catholic Relief Services and the Human Thread 
Campaign was also on hand for distribution.  The Human Thread Campaign is 
petitioning retailers like Macyôs and Kohlôs to carry fair trade clothing. 
 
Hosting a Fair Trade Sale is not only a fundraiser, but provides a good educa-
tional program on Catholic Social Teaching.  
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HOLY APOSTLES LOCðSOCK DRIVE 

The Ladies of Charity from Holy  
Apostles Parish held a sock drive on 
Fatherôs Day.  650 pairs of socks 
were collected.  The ladies in turn 
donated all the socks collected to the 
Operation Safety Net project orga-
nized by St. Louise de Marillac. 
 
This is a very good example of La-
dies of Charity working together as 
one organization. 
 
Kudos to the ladies of Holy Apostles! 

MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS/ST. ALOYSIUS 
MAKE GOOD USE OF HAGER GRANT 

PIZZA FOR BREAKFAST - Fresh off the grill was provided for those waiting for their distributions from the Catholic 
Community Food Bank of Troy Hill.  While people ate their pizza and waited for their food, Kathy Croft and the Ladies 
of Charity of Most Holy Name of Jesus and St. Aloysius demonstrated creative and nutritious meals that could be 
made using the items and fresh produce from the Farmerôs Market that was in their food bank bags.  The ladies also 
shared home canning tips for strawberry jam, spiced apples and tomatoes with basil.  The items for the canning were 
donated by a generous neighbor, a busy mother of five children who grows the vegetables in her home garden ñjust 
like her grandmother didò.  Instead of carving her pumpkins, this creative woman paints the faces on the Jack OôLan-
tern with markers so it stays fresh.  It can then be baked and pureed for use in pies and muffins.  This activity was 
made possible through the Hager Grant that this LOC group applied for last March and awarded from the National 
Board in April.   
 
The goals of this project are to build relationships with people living in poverty, demonstrate innovative ways to use 
the food bank items and to make sure they know that their ACCESS card can be used at the Farmerôs Market.  A trip 
to the Farmerôs Market was organized by Kathy.  Transportation was provided. Two gentlemen on the trip discovered 
that they could purchase tokens using their ACCESS card.  They went home with zucchini, tomatoes, lettuce and po-
tatoes and said they would continue shopping at the Farmerôs Market until itôs closing on the day after Thanksgiving. 
 
The women are planning another demonstration in February, tentatively for Mexican cuisine. 
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ST. ALEXIS LADIES OF CHARITY 
25 YEARS OF SERVICE 

Under the guidance of Father Richard Wesoloski in February, 1991 seven ladies joined together to establish the  
Ladies of Charity in St. Alexis Parish.  The original members were Kathy Connell, Anita DeFrancesco, Carolyn Gaus, 
Ruth Lorensen, Roseanne Sirianni, Marian Stack and Mary Zangrille.  The group has now grown to thirty-four mem-
bers.  Sadly, Rose Sirianni passed away last March. 
 
Over the past 25 years St. Alexis LOC has helped many of our neighbors.  Because of the generous donations to their 
Poor Box they have been able to provide emergency rent, utility assistance, and help with prescriptions and food to 
those who needed a hand up.  Since 1993 they have distributed over 25,500 gifts from their annual Sharing Tree.  
This project has been lead by Anita DeFrancesco. Anita received the Priddy Award from Family Links in recognition of 
her work with them through the Sharing Tree. Fifty-seven families were helped in 2015 by Thanksgiving and Lenten 
food drives, and Easter baskets for the children. 
 
Since 2004 the ladies have supported ñJesus in Disguise,ò an Aspinwall based ministry to the homeless.  There is a 
continuous collection of blankets, clothing, and canned goods etc.  Sandy Cognetti and Ruth Chiappa solicited dona-
tions from local merchants, schools, neighbors and parishoners and purchased 200 sleeping bags, blankets, comfort-
ers and food gift cards for the ñJesus in Disguiseò ministry. 
 
On a lighter note, for a number of years the ladies have been dying eggs and contributing candy filled plastic eggs for 
the annual North Side Childrenôs Easter Egg Hunt held in West Park.  The St. Alexis members are not sure who en-
joys this activity more, the members of the LOC or the children hunting the eggs. 
 
Building on their 25 year foundation, the St. Alexis LOC look forward to many more years of serving in the Vincentian 
spirit of ñTo serve rather than be served with humility, simplicity and charity.ò 

ST. DAMIAN OF MOLOKAI 
 
Home made jellies, Christmas ornaments, 
cookies, candies and Avon products were 
shared by the Ladies from St. Damian of 
Molokai LOC at a Christmas breakfast 
which was held at Hillôs Restaurant in Mo-
nongahela Pa. 

R. Venanzi, A. Moffit, D. Weldon, J. Caudill, T. Lewis, J. Falappi,  
P. Loversidge, Lillian Conte 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW 

 

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE 
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The Ladies of Charity at Good Shepherd Parish, Braddock are busy year round 
with several ministries servicing the needy, sick, elderly and children of the Parish.  
Twice each year they visit the residents of the Davis House, a personal care facility 
in Braddock. to visit and socialize.  The residents enjoy refreshments, a fruit basket 
and winning prizes at the bingo games.   
 
A Prayer Ministry unites several of the Ladies by praying the rosary each month 
with the residents of the L.G.A.R. Home in Turtle Creek.  They also assist at a month-
ly Mass celebrated for the residents at the Brinton Towers of Braddock Hills. A prayer 
service for deceased members of Good Shepherd Parish is conducted at the funeral 
home and the ladies are also available to assist at the Funeral Masses.    
 
The Card Ministry is administered by the Ladies who send a card to shut-in/nursing 

home residents of the Parish with greetings on their birthdays and holidays 

throughout the year. 

The children are not forgotten and are part of Good Shepherdôs Literacy Ministry.  
A Literacy Luncheon chaired by Kathy Blazina is held each year in May for the chil-
dren of the East Catholic School Consortium.  Kathy develops a theme and arrang-
es the decorations.  A free book is provided for each child. The Ladies have lunch 
with the children who are very pleased by the event and feel very important.  Pic-
tures from the Literacy Luncheon are shown below.  
 
Also, a bible is presented to parents by the Literacy Ministry when their baby is bap-

tized.   

Along with attending Cemetery Sunday the ladies also attend the All Soulôs Day of Re-

membrance at Braddock Catholic Cemetery.   

GOOD SHEPHERD LADIES OF CHARITY 

 

MADONNA/WORD OF GOD LOC 

Pennsylvania Outreach to Women in Early Recovery
(P.O.W.E.R) are the recipients of the Power Wrap 
Project of Madonna/Word of God Ladies of Charity. 
Cosmetics, Lotions, Shampoos, Tissue, Stationery, 
and many other donations from both parishes, Delta 
Kappa Gamma Sorority, and other sources are indi-
vidually wrapped and approximately 25ï30 gift bags 
are assembled with one of each item for the women 
who reside at the Power House Home in Swissvale. 
This may be the only Christmas gift some of these 
women receive and they love opening the individual 
presents.   
 
Madonna/Word of God Ladies of LOC also celebrated 
their own recommitment ceremony on Dec. 8, 2016. 
 

Literacy Luncheon 

Cemetery Service 
 

 

Recommitment Ceremony 
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C. Smith, C. Van, J. Weismann, A. Joubert, K. Tomaszewski 

YOUR DIOCESAN BOARD 

The newly elected officers of the Pittsburgh Diocesan 
Board were installed at the August workshop. 
 
PresidentðJudy Weismann 
1st Vice PresidentðAndrea Joubert 
2nd Vice PresidentðKaren Tomaszewski 
Recording SecretaryðClaudia Van 
TreasurerðLinda Fry (Missing from Picture) 
Financial SecretaryðCindy Smith 
 
Judy and Karen come to the board from All Saints Parish in 
Etna, Andrea and Claudia from Holy Trinity, Linda Fry from 
St. Catherine Sweden and Cindy Smith from St. Thomas aô 
Becket. 

The committee members of the board are: Spiritual Advisor, Father Edward Litavec, Spiritual Moderator, Sis-
ter Mary Victor Powers, SC, Communications, Bonnie Wilson, Elizabeth Ann Seton LOC, Corresponding Sec-
retary, Joan Ells, Nativity LOC, De Marillac News Editor, Peggy Keene, Madonna/Word of God LOC, Emer-
gency Trust Fund, Lynne Trzyna, St. Bartholomew LOC & Kathleen McCartney, Madonna/Word of God LOC, 
Extension Committee, Karen Radu, St. Louise de Marillac, Jr. Ladies of Charity, Nancy Bianculli & Mary Di-
addigo both from Madonna/Word of God LOC, Membership, Kathy Ladauno, St. Louise de Marillac, Nursing 
Home Network, Claudia Hemphill, St. John of God LOC, Parliamentarian, Linda Farmerie, All Saints LOC, 
Past President, Stacey Steinerï Chambers, Corpus Christi LOC,  Society for the Unclaimed Dead, Joyce 
Mostowy, Elizabeth Ann Seton LOC, and Spirituality, Pat Kanavich, Our Lady of Grace LOC.   
 

Representatives from the LCUSA National Board include Peggy Keene, National Board Secretary, Karen 
Radu, Mid-Atlantic Vice President, and Nancy Bianculli Mid-Atlantic Representative. 

NEWLY ELECTED LCUSA NATIONAL BOARD MEMBERS 
FROM PITTSBURGH 

Peggy Keene 
LCUSA Natôl Secretary 

Karen Radu 
Mid Atlantic Vice President 

Nancy Bianculli 
Mid Atlantic Representative 

Congratulations to Peggy, Karen and Nancy for their commitment to the Ladies of Charity across 
the United States and for representing our Diocesan Association on the national level.  
 
 
 
 
 

ñI will always welcome joyfully any opportunity that comes my way to be of service to youò   
                                                                                                                                 St. Vincent de Paul 
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KICK OFF FOR 400TH ANNIVERSARY 
NEW BANNER BLESSING & DIOCESAN LOC 

RECOMMITTMENT CEREMONY  

December 8, 1617, St. Vincent de Paul established the Ladies of 
Charity.  To kick off this 400th anniversary year, members from Ladies 
of Charity throughout the diocese gathered together for a recommitting 
ceremony at St. Paul Cathedral. A social followed in the church hall. 
 
On this special occasion, the new Diocese of Pittsburgh Ladies of 
Charity banner was also blessed.  The banner was donated by Mary 
Skyzinski, in memory of her sister Helen Lewandowski who passed 
away Dec. 28, 2013 shortly after her election to president of the Dioce-
san Board. The Pittsburgh Ladies of Charity  thank Mary and her fami-
ly for their generosity.  Helen will be in the thoughts and prayers of 
many each time they see this banner. 
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2016  ANNUAL WORKSHOP 
 
ñJesus, the Face of the Fatherôs Mercyò was the theme of 
the inspiring talk given by Joanne Paradise at the August 
Workshop. Mass was celebrated by newly ordained priest 
Father Adam Potter.  During the Mass Father Adam in-
stalled the new diocesan officers and the newest members 
of the Jr. Ladies of Charity. All from St. Angela Merici Par-
ish, the new Jr. LOC are: Julia South, Kate Crossen, and 
Brianna Jones.  Father Adam was ordained in June.  He 
graciously accepted the request to fill in for Father Ed 
Litavec and this was his first experience saying Mass for 
200 women.  He is reported saying at his parish Mass that 
evening he had the ñscariest experience of his life that after-
noonò. He did a beautiful job and the women loved him.   
 
Nativity LOC hosted this event and groups brought poster 
boards to display all that they do and all enjoyed their box 
lunch.  Special guests from Washington DC LOC were Viola 
Johnson and Deborah Self. It was a very  inspiring, prayerful 
and social day. 

 
(Pictures on front page) 

  

 
 

CEMETERY SUNDAY 
 
The second Sunday in November found 
many, many Ladies of Charity standing on 
the hill in Calvary Cemetery at the St. Vin-
cent de Paul cross monument. Overlook-
ing the burial places of many of the un-
claimed dead.  It was a beautiful, sunny 
day.  Sister Mary Victor lead us in the 
prayer service for these unclaimed souls 
and Janet Berna, president of St. Stephen 
Ladies of Charity placed the memorial 
wreath at the foot of the monument.  This 
is a special day for the Ladies of Charity 
who come together to pray for all un-
claimed souls and remember the story of 
Anna, the first unclaimed soul, who planted 
the roots of the Ladies of Charity in Pitts-
burgh. 

(Picture on front Page) 

 


